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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Amongst our Extracts this week, is a newspaper 
report of a trial in Norfolk of a case of Dishorning 
Cattle. It is note-worthy for two reasons—first, 
because a dozen veterinary surgeons gave evidence 
and all agreed ; secondly, because in the face of all 
this evidence the Magistrates dismissed the ‘case, 
but did not allow costs against the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, who were 
prosecuting. For the result of the trial we do not 
blame the professional witnesses or the prosecuting 
Counsel. To our minds the arguments were all on 
one side, but we suppose the Bench were led to the 
decision because it was shown that this operation 
was aceepted by leading Agriculturists as a custom, 
and because it was done, not for wilful cruelty, but 
with the idea that it was justifiable as a procedure 
facilitating the management and handling of stock. 
We refrain from any further comment on the case, 
as we hear that it will be made the subject of an 
appeal to a superior Court. This will give an op- 
portunity for the thorough discussion of the subject, 
and an authoritative ruling on the question of law. 
When decided, it will enable the profession and the 
Society to take a definite stand upon the interpreta- 
tion to be given to this rough and painful operation. 


Last week we reported a case of alleged cruelty to 
a bullock, by driving it with a broken leg. Veteri- 
nary evidence was given by a gentleman, who is we 
believe, a Registered Practitioner of great experience 
and good standing in the district. His evidence 
secured a dismissal of the case, and we commented 
on it adversely. Mr. Adams ,very fairly objects to 
our views, and argues the case in a letter this week. 
Our experience does not embrace a fracture of the 
limbs, and therefore we are unable to quite ap- 
preciate his arguments. In a similar case we should 
still conscienitously go into the witness box for the 
prosecution, but we should be glad to hear the 
opinions of any member who can adduce personal 
experience of the effects of locomotion on a fractured 
leg. It will be noted that the bullock had no 
carriage to ride in, and that the assistance given by 
four men, who were either attempting to support 
the animal’s injured limb or facilitating his progress, 
hardly makes the bovine and human cases analogous. | 


| 


| 
| 
| 





witnesses that he performed the operation six 
months previously to Dr. Fleming. Accepting this 
statement, we beg to withdraw our charge of pla- 
giarism and leave the rival claimants to settle the 
question of priority between them. 


A healthy rivalry between the Medical and Vet- 
erinary professions is in every way to be commended, 
They have assisted us very often, and now that we 
are beginning to run alone it would be ungracious 
to refuse any help they may be willing to give. 
There is only one science of pathology; it is appli- 
cable to morbid changes in all warm blooded 
animals; and the two professions may learn much 
from each other. We are, however, merely human, and 
when the rivalry, leaving the serene heights of 
science, descends into the lower realms of practice, 
we are pardonably jealous. Whilst we welcome any 
and all contributions from medical practitioners 
which assist us in correcting errors or making ad- 
vances in our professional work; we decidedly 
object to their assuming a position of superiority 
in our special sphere until they have proven their 
right to it. The public, perhaps not unjustly, jump 
to the conclusion that when a difference of opinion 
arises between a veterinary surgeon and a human 
practitioner, concerning some disease, the former 
must be wrong. When Professor Axe differed from 
Dr. Power, about the part played by cows in origin- 
ating scarlet fever in the human subject, the Press 
at once adopted Dr. Power’s view, and it has required 
a lapse of about two years and the united efforts of 
a large staff of experimenters to prove conclusively 
that the Veterinarian was right. 

Quite recently, an injury to the jaw of Friars Bal- 
sam has again given the press an opportunity of 
unfavourably comparing the veterinary and the human 
surgeon. Somehow a rumour got about that Mr. 
Bruce Clark had been engaged to operate on the 
race-horse, and forthwith appeared paragraphs 
which implied that some difficult and dangerous 
operation was necessary, and that our body had to 
be superseded by a superior being. The facts are, 
that Friars Balsam only suffered from an injury to 
the jaw bone, resulting in the formation of a se- 
questrum—a condition so common in harness horses, 
that noman of two years standing has not successfully 
operated; Mr. George Williams operated, and 
Dr. Bruce Clark attended as a specialist interested 
in the pathology of the case; and, we believe, 
carried away a specimen for microscopical examina- 
tion. Surely we have reached a position when we 
have a right to expect credit for the ability to 
perform all practicable operations upon the horse 
without assistance, and when we may be allowed to 
recognise ordinary diseases, without the suspicion of 


_Dr. Cotterell differs from our reviewer in his es- | having overlooked their communicability to the 
timate of the little book on “ Roaring in Horses.” | human subject. We are no longer in leading 


Such diversity of opinion between author and critic | 


is not uncommon, and it is not easily reconciled. 


strings. Our scientific acquirements and manipulative 
dexterity, warrant our claim to an independent 


Fortunately our reviewer gave reasons for his | position, and our recognition as qualified surgeons 
opinions, and therefore we need not again discuss }and pathologists. At any rate, we intend to assert 
the subject. The Doctor however, in his letter,!that claim, and shall evade no opportunity of 
asserts that he is able to produce unimpeachable | proving it. 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


NERVOUS DISEASES IN THE 
By E. Waris Hoare, M.R.C.V.S. 


— 


DOG. 


Chorea and Epilepsy seem to me to be especially 
prevalent and fatal in setter dogs as compared with 
other breeds. 

The severity of the attack of distemper does not 
appear to influence these nervous sequels; as indeed 
they often occur when the attack has been a mild one 
and the patient apparently on the fair road to re- 
covery. Lately I have had several cases under 
treatment, which proved to me, that it is impossible 
to lay down any distinct line of treatment, to alle- 
viate or to cure these troublesome affections. 

No 1 was a well-bred setter bitch about nine 
months old, who got an ordinary attack of distemper 
which took the pulmonary form, She was treated by 
me in the ordinary way and received the usual after 
treatment of tonics, &e. 

Sho was to all appearances perfectly well, but 
about a week afterwards, she was sent to me, very 
lame on the right fore leg. On examination, 
nothing to account for this could be detected. Ina 
few days however, a twitching and pulsation in the 
region of the shoulder appeared, which gradually 
extended to the other fore leg, and then to the head 
and neck, 

The treatment with nervous stimulants and tonics 
proved of no avail, and for a time the twitchings 
were so severe that I prescribed Potass Bromide, 
and Chloral Hydrate, to be given at night, which 
certainly had a wonderful effect in enabling the 
poor animal to take some rest. In spite however, 
of the best of care and nourishment, she became so 
weak and the disease so general, that the owner 
caused it to be destroyed, having got tired of wait- 
ing for its recovery. 

In this case the usual treatment with nerve tonics, 
such as Nux Vomica, was of no benefit, and much 
hetter effects were produced by the administration 
of Potassium Bromide. In a large number of cases 
I have seen excellent results follow the administra- 
tion of Nux Vomica combined with Liq. Arsenicalis, 
and some preparation of Tron. 

The pathology of this disease is yet very much in 
obscurity, and henee treatment of it cannot be placed 
on a scientific basis, If the affection depends 
on a want of tone in the spinal cord, then 
nerve stimulants should be of service, but if it de- 
pends on some irritation of the cord, then we can 
inderstand the beneficial effects of Potassium 
Bromide. 

The other sequel which I wish to refer to, is that 
affection termed Epilepsy. 

The pathology of this affection is also still un- 
known, and its occurrence as a sequel to distemper 
must be due to some effect of the virus of the disease 
on the nervous system. Post-mortem appearances 
as a rule are not constant, and do not throw any 
light on the nature of this affection. . 

A case came under my observation at the same time 





as the case described above. The animal was from 
the same litter of pups, and had just recovered 
from an ordinary attack of distemper. 

The epileptic fits were followed by periods of 
partial coma, during which time the animal was, to 
all appearances, insensible. 

This case terminated in a few days and I had an 
opportunity of making a Post-mortem examiuation, 
but, as is usual in such cases, no very definite lesions 
could be detected. The membranes of the brain 
and spinal cord were congested, but in the brain 
substance nothing abnormal could be detected. 

These cases of epilepsy occurring after distemper 
require much investigation. Some cases terminate 
fatally in a very short period of time, others do not 
appear to be so serious, and the animal is in fair 
health between the periods of the fits. 








AZOTURIA—H HZ MOGLOBINURIA, ? 
By K. J. Urqunart, M.R.C.V.S. 


The following case is rather interesting, as it 
shows the variety of symptoms the same disease 
presents on the same subjects—horses. 

On the 30th of last month I was requested to 
attend an eight-year-old mare pony, about 11} 
hands. The farmer informed me the pony had not 
done so much work for the last three days and had 
been living on bran, oats, and hay. About noon of 
the same day, he drove her a mile, when she com- 
menced to flag, and in a short time stopped; her 
breathing became very quick, and it was with great 
difficulty he managed to lead her home. On the 
homeward journey the pony commenced to cough 
and a quantity of blood was discharged from the 
nostrils. 

Upon my arrival, I found the animal in a loose 
box, blowing tremendously, head depressed, and 
countenance anxious, heart’s action quick and weak, 
temperature 101, respirations 98 per minute. There 
was no interference with the movements of the hind 
legs, the pony being able to walk round the 
box, which was well bedded with straw. The 
muscles of the loins did not feel rigid, and at first, 
I thought I had to deal with a case of Hamoptysis, 
until the owner in reply to one of my questions, 
said the urine was like porter, ske having staled 
after the return. 

Treatment consisted of a physic ball, followed by 
Ether Nit., every four hours, clothing to the body. 

October 31st 8 a.m.—Pony more lively, respirations 
75 per minute, heart’s action steadier; prescribed 
Ether Nit. as before, and enemas. 

November Ist.—Breathing slower, pulse 60 and 
stronger; during the night she partook of a little 
hay, bowels responded to physic. 

November 2nd.—Patient very much better, so 
much so that the owner did not want me to visit 
her again. Treatment: draught containing Ether 
Nit. night and morning. 

November 3rd.—Mr. L. called and informed me 
the pony was progressing favourably. Treatment : 
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four draughts Sol. of Mag. Sulph., one to be given 
daily. 

The case just recorded, at first sight, was more 
like one of hoemoptysis than azoturia, the hurried 
breathing (98 per minute), the discharge of blood 
from the nostrils, and the absence of any interfer- 
ence with locomotion, is like the former, but the 
characteristic symptom of the latter was present, 
and by that I diagnosed my case. The blood which 
was dropping from the nose when I saw her, was 
not so bright as in hemorrhage from the ‘Jungs, 
although it was frothy. On auscultating the chest, 
I could detect crepitation in the large tubes of the 
near lung, and also fluid in the trachea when my 
ear was applied to it. 

Tn all the cases which have come under my notice, 
I never saw one where the breathing was so rapid, 
or with a discharge of blood from the nostrils, hence 
my reason for recording the above. 








TYPHOID FEVER IN THE HORSE, 
AND ITS RELATION TO 
TYPHOID FEVER IN MAN, 
By M. Bartiurr, Verertnary SurGEon IN THE 
ARTILLERY TRAIN OF THE FRENCH ImpERIAL GuaRD. 
(Half-yearly Abstract of the Medical Sciences, pp. 27-29.) 


The author divides this disease into three forms, 
the muco-catarrhal, the thoracic, and the abdominal. 
The first is not very serious, and is what we should 
designate simple influenza; it is never dangerous 
except when associated with the second form, which 


is sometimes called typhoid pleuro-pneumonia, and | 


which is also complicated by alteration of the 
blood. In this case, two powerful agents lead | 
to the typhoid state—the alteration of the blood, 
and the products resulting from the organic lesion | 
of the respiratory apparatus, What is deceptive i in| 
these cases is, that there is no loss of appetite at | 
the outset ; the cough, the state of the conjunctiva, 
the acceleration of the respiration, are the first and 
only signs of the loss of health. The other symp- 


toms are, great prostration of the strength, fixedness | 


of the eyes, the mucous membrane being of a 
reddish yellow colour, petechice, dilation, more or 
less marked, of the nostrils, stiffmess of the whole | 


hody, and particularly a weakness of the posterior | 


extremities. This weakness of the loins, the yellow 
infiltration, and petchice on the mucous membrane, 
are pathognomie of this disease. The practitione: 
is also struck by the anxiety of the patient, and the 
acceleration of the respiration, which is at times 


jerked, as in broken wind. It is then e: asy to as- | 
certain, by auscultation, the absence of the res: | 


pire tory murmur on one or both sides of the lungs. | 
The pulse is small and feeble; the mouth is dry, | 
and emits an offensive smell ; there is frequently a 
yellow saffron coloured discharge from the nose; | 
the dung is hard, small, and coated with mucus, 
and sometimes of a fetid odour. In bad eases the | 


respiration increases from 25 to 30, or even to 60 


per minute. The progress of this form of the | 
malady is very rapid, if not prevented at the outset | 





from fixing itself on the organs of respiration. It 
will speedily run its course and terminate in death, 
either by disorganization or effusion; not un- 
frequently these two lesions are found in the same 
subject. 

The third form or abdominal, also called gastro- 
enteric, or pneumonia-hepatic, is the most dangerous. 
It more closely resembles the typhoid fever of man. 
The principal lesions are in the mucous membrane 
of the intestines and the glands of the intestinal 
tube. The principal symptoms, independent of 
those in common with the other forms, are signs of 
colic; the belly is distended, the flank tucked up, 
the expiration short, extreme prostration, the head 
down almost to the ground, the eyes glazed, the 
mucous membrane injected, reddish-yellow in color, 
petechi, In very bad cases the animals move 
their hind feet frequently, and try to lie down, 
but if down remain but a short time; at other times 
they remain immovable. The pulse becomes feeble, 
the extremities are alternately hot and cold, the 
weakness increases, the animal can scarcely stand, 
and if made to move falls on his knees. In some 
cases the two forms are so much confounded with 
one another that they can hardly be distinguished, 
and it is difficult to tell which of the two pre- 
dominates—the pneumonic or the enteric. 

The progress and termination of this form is 
generally rapid, in some cases lasting only one 
or two days, and even less. In other cases, 
though severe, from seven to nine days elapse 
before death occurs, or, as the author has some- 
times seen it, by its termination in cure-—in which 
case, however, the convalescence is generally very 
long, and great care and attention are required, 
| Post-mortem appearances.— The lungs are of 
reddish color; their aspect is not that of pneumonia; 
they are not spotted with black or grey patches, 
neither are there any abscesses; the more common 
lesion is that of splenification, not hepatization, In 
| those cases where the malady has assumed the character 
of pleurisy, a quantity of fluid is found in the cavity 
of the chest—in some cases, as the author asserts, 
as much as from thirty or forty litres; fibro-albu- 
minous deposits are, however, rarcly found in this 
‘fluid, neither are those false membranes which in 
true cases of pleuritis, cover the pleura, This is 
worthy of notice, as it slows the disease to be of 
a different nature. The pericardium is ef a pale 
color, it contains always a little effusion; the sul- 
stance of the heart is soft, pale, and easily divided 








-| by the fingers ; the coagulum contained in the ven- 


'tricles is soft and semi-fluid, the blood in the large 
arterial and venous trunks offers the same characters 
as that in the cavities of the heart. ‘The nervous 
system does not present much alterat tion, except a 
little effusion occ: sionally found in the theca of the 
ispinal cord. In the abdominal form the principal 
lesions are on the mucous membrane of the in- 

testines. The stomach in the majority of cases is 
empty, but sometimes contains a small quantity of 
liquid ingesta ; the mucous membrane at the left 
portion is of a greyish colour, presenting numerous 
small black or red spots ; ; true ecchymoses of varions 
sizes. Sometimes the mucous membrane is thickened. 
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principally towards the pylorus, where it is fre- 
quently found studded with small ulcers. In the 
small intestines there is constantly found a greater 
or lesser amount of matter of a dirty grayish color ; 
the mucous membrane is more or less thickened, 
softened, and of a purple-red color, on which are 
seen numerous small spots of a black-purple color, 
The glands of Peyer are hypertrophied, and form 
visible saillies under the mucous membrane; but 
the author has never found these follicles ulcerated, 
but has found them so softened that the slightest 
pressure of the fingers was sufficient to destroy the 
mucous membrane covering them. Although the 
vlands of Peyer have not been found ulcerated, the 
mucous membrane has been observed frequently 
to be ulcerated in other parts of the intestines, 
which seemed to have been the result of larger 
portions having sloughed off, and presenting the 
appearance of furunculi, These ulcerations are more 
or less profound, and have a yellow-greenish ap- 
pearance, with raised edges. Though they in 
general only affect the mucous membrane, they are 
not unfrequently deeper seated, and sometimes per- 
forate the intestine. At other times these lesions 
are absent, and the mucous membrane is only of a 
grayish leaden hue throughout its whole extent. 
The ceecum and colon, in all forms of this disease, 
are the seat of remarkable lesions ; they are always 
distended with gas, and contain some liquid, with a 
portion of aliment. ‘The mucous membrane presents 
the same sort of lesions as exist in the small in- 
testines; these vary in number and depth in pro- 
portion to the intensity of the malady. It is par- 
ticularly in this portion of the tube that the redness, 
the uneven surface, the infiltrations, large ecchy- 
moses, ulcerations, &c., are perceived. The colon 
is mostly half filled with excremental matters ; these 
are sometimes soft and liquid, at others hard; the 
mucous membrane is more or less thickened, and of 
a grayish, leaden, or even black color; very often 
large portions of this-intestine are ulcerated. In 
the single colon and rectum, the lesions are 
less perceptible. The alterations in the other 
organs are minutely described by the author. 
Amongst the causes of this disease one of the prin- 
cipal is the assemblage of large numbers of animals 
in the same locality. 

(We publish the above as it was sent to us by an esteemed 
contributor. We never saw such a disease in England, but 


the description would apply to influenza confused with other 
diseases by a pseudo-scientific writer.—Ep. Vet. Record.] 


A CASE OF (C&SOPHAGOTOMY,. 
By Mr. E. R. Epwarps, 

With the idea that an account of a case of 
(Esophagotomy (a somewhat rare operation) may 
not be altogether without interest to your readers, 
I venture to send a few notes of a case which oe- 
curred in our practice in August last, and am more 
especially led to do so, because 1 think the ease in 
question affords remarkable coufirmation of the 
remarks which fell from Professor Brown on his 





ted—wonderful cures worked by medicine, when as 
he said, Medicine deserves no credit at all, but 
rather Nature, who may perhaps, for the sake of 
appearances, and to satisfy a client, have been aided 
by a simple placebo. 

On Sunday, 12th August, Mr. Lewis Holl, V. S. 
of Outwell, whom I was assisting at the time, was 
called to a two-year-old heifer—choked—and, as 
the owner thought, with a potato. This was about 
10 a.m. We went down immediately to see the 
animal, and found it impossible to reach the ob- 
struction and remove it through the mouth, as it was 
about half way down the neck. We then tried to 
shove the offending tuber downwards with a probang, 
but were equally unsuccessful in giving relief this 
way, as the potato was a large one, and consequently 
fixed in very tight. We tried several times during 
the day (it was only about five minutes’ walk from 
our house) with no better result. I may here say 
that there was little, or none of the Tympanitis 
often present in such cases, so it was not necessary 
to puncture. 

About 4 p.m. Csophagotomy was decided on, 
and was conducted in the following manner :-— 

We did not cast the heifer, but secured her by 
getting a rope on her horns, and passed it around a 
post with a man holding it. Then Mr. Holl, stand- 
ing on the heifer’s left side, passed his right arm 
over her neck, and pressed against the potato on 
the right side, so that it showed up plain on the 
left side, and with his left hand he kept the jugular 
back out of the way. With an ordinary dissecting 
scalpel I then made an incision about 4} inches 
long through the skin, and cut away down through 
the muscles until I came to the potato, which was 
at once easily removed. I then drew the muscles 
together with a wire suture (perhaps catgut or 
silk would have been preferable, but I had none 
with me at the time) and closed over the skin also 
——with I think, three stitches. 

We then left the animal, telling the owner we 
would see her next day, and dress the wound. We 
gave strict injunctions that she was to have no solid 
food, but entirely sloppy dict, gruel, &c. This was 
to guard against the possibility of the stitches being 
broken out, and the wound reopened. 

When I went down next day to dress it, judge of 
my surprise at finding the heifer turned out in a 
grass ground, some little distance off—on which a 
lot of potatoes had been thrown about, as the grass 
keep was scarce. I wished to have her fetched up, 
so that she might be attended to, but the owner said 
“No! she must take her chance, for I won’t go tu 
any d d expense doctoring her.” Strange to 
say from that day to this,—that heifer, although she 
was as weak as a kitten, and as poor as a crow, has 
not had a single dose of medicine of any sort, 
neither has she had a minim of any antiseptic or 
other dressing applied to the wound. 

If—as Professor Brown remarked—“ Nature, when 
aided by attention to diet, but with little or no 
assistance from medicine will work wonderful 
cures,’ how much more wonderful is such a cure 
as she worked in the case of this wound, where she 


recent inangural address about the—to the uninitia- | was not even aided by attention to diet, but where 
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—rather she was opposed, for one would have 
thought that the passage of hard food (grass and 
otatoes) along the oesophagus would have broken 
out the stitches, and so retarded, even if it did not 
altogether obstruct the satisfactory progress of the 
healing process-—but instead of this being the case, 
the wound healed remarkably quickly, for I saw the 
heifer three weeks after the operation, when she 
was quite recovered, and the place had entirely 
healed up; and moreover, the heifer had improved 
in condition during the time. 








COUNCILMAN AND EXAMINER. 
By AyorHer FELLow anp ELEcTor. 





This subject has been occupying part of your 
columns of late, perhaps you will therefore allow me 
to have a little to say in the matter. So far as the dis- 
cussion has gone, the arguments have nearly all been 
on the one side, viz: against the dual appointment; 
for the reason I suppose, that there are none to advance 
on the other side in its favour, or if there are any, 
those who believe in them are very tardy in putting 
them forward, and would seem to regard complete 
silence on the subject, as the best and wisest course 
to adopt. 

Although I have nothing particularly new nor 
startling to add to what has been already said, nor 
do I think it necessary at present, yet I should like 
to add my testimony and disapproval to that of 
others who have already spoken and to such good 
effect. It is quite anomalous, and contrary to all 
rules of other Societics, that a man should have the 
power to elect himself to office, and then sit in 
judgment on his own work; it is trusting too much 
to human nature, and I take it that Veterinary Sur- 
geons are like other people in this respect—not to 
be trusted implicitly. 

If an M.P. accepts an appointment and becomes 
a paid official of the Government, he resigns his 
seat. So also with a Town Councillor if he takes 
a contract under that body, he has to give up his 
seat at the Council Board. Why should not an 
Examiner do the same ? 

It is but right that the conducting of business 
should be left in the hands of neutral and independent 
members, and now that an increased number take 
an active interest in the well-being of the Profession. 
there can be no excuse for allowing one individual 
to hold more than one office. If every member took 
an equal interest in advancing the Common weal, I 
venture to predict that the present state of things 
would soon be changed, but even as matters stand 
now, I think there are quite enough of good and 
capable men to fill all the offices singly. As “union 
is streagth,” so by increasing the number of active 
agents it will increase the efficiency, and add to the 
utility of the whole body. 

hope therefore, that a greatly increased number 
will take advantage of the opportunity, and exercise 
their rights by recording their votes at the annual 
election in this direction, and thereby break up the 
ring. 





NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A Meeting of the Provisional Committee was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, on Friday, 
November 30th, at 6 p.m., to consider the following : 

AGENDA. 

1. Read Minutes of last Meeting. 

2. Correspondence. 

3. Select writers of papers on :— 

(a) ** Diseases communicable to Animals 
and Man.” 

(b) “Acute Pulmonary Diseases of the 
Horse.” 

(c) “ Veterinary Literature.” 

4, To fix date of Annual Meeting. 

5. ‘To fix place of Annual Meeting. 

6. ‘To consider the Rules and the Provisional 
Committee. 


7. To consider the Publication of the Pro- 
ceedings. 
Sir, 


I shall be glad if you will insert the enclosed 
correspondence in your next issue. 
Yours truly, 
J. I’. Sumpson. 


Downine Street, CAMBRIDGE, 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 1888. 
Sir, 

May I ask whether you are “the gentleman” 
who advised Mr. Hurndall of the facts he publishes 
in this week’s Lecord. 

An answer will oblige by return as I wish to send 
an answer to The [Record and I am anxious te be 
correct. 

Yours truly, 
Gro. A, Bannam, 
To J. F, Simpson, Esa. 


MAIDENHEAD. 
Dec, 4, 1888. 
Sir, 

In answer to your letter of Sunday last, asking 
if 1am the gentleman who advised Mr, Hurndail 
of the facts he publishes in last weeks’ Record, | 
beg to say, that although Mr, Hurndall doubtless 
has many sources of information (as the violation 
of the rules of the National Veterinary Medical As- 
sociation and the abuses of its privileges are a source 
of wonder and regret to all its well-wishers), I un- 
hesitatingly tell you that some of the facts published 
were supplied by me. 

I will candidly tell you why I adopted this course, 
and as your enquiry leads me to believe that it is 
your intention to criticise my action, I must tell 
you, that I intend sending a copy of this letter to 
The Record for publication. 

At an irregularly constituted mecting of the 
“ ofticers of the Association,” to which I was sum- 
moned on the 14th Sept. last, thirty gentlemen were 
elected as the Provisional Committee, amongst tha 
number was Mr. Hurndall. Some days after, I re- 
ceived a letter from you, asking me to strike off six 











262 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


[December 8, 1888. 





names, from the elected committee, as you had 
discovered that only twenty-four should have been 
elected: to this very extraordinary proposition I 
most positively declined to accede, and J further 
ventured to suggest that you should summon another 
meeting, to set aside the irregularities of the meet- 
ing of the 14th Sept. Had you done this, and 
explained your position, I venture to say, that six 
gentlemen (myself amongst the number) would 
willingly have retired and helped you out of your 
embarrasment. You, however, took your own course, 
and although my letter was written as long ago as 
Sept. 18th, you have never answered it, nor have 
you ever acknowledged its receipt!!! In due course, 
I learned that my name had been retained upon the 
list, (a compliment which of course I appreciate), 
while Mr. Hurndall’s name, with five others, had 
been removed, Let me ask you, has Mr. Hurndall 
ever received from you, as Hon. Sec., one word of 
explanation why this was done ? 

Mr. Hurndall was elected on the Provisional 
Committee in the same manner as myself, and was 
therefore entitled to know as much as I know. 

The correspondence between Mr. Hurndall and 
yourself commenced on Oct. 27th Week by week, 
1 watched these letters, and I watched in vain for a 
generous explanation from you to Mr. Hurndall. 
While you were :in possession of every particle of 
information, Mr, Hurndall was in total ignorance of 
all that had taken place, so far as I know; anyway 
he received no letter or information from me, 
directly or indirectly, until I supplied an omission of 
yours, in time to enable him to write his letter 
which appeared in the “ Veterinary Record ” of last 
week, I am, yours truly, 

Jas. F. Srmpson. 
G. A, Bannam, Ese. 


GOVERNMENT 
VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain aud Ireland during the week 
ending November 24th 1888, 


Pleuro Preumonia,—There were twelve fresh 
outbreaks of this disease reported in Great Britain 
during the week, 10 of which were in Durham, 
Mssex, Lancaster, Middlesex, Norfolk, York, (NLR) 
and the Metropolis, in England ; the other two were 
in Edinburgh and Lanark in Scotland. .The num- 
ber of cattle attacked was 47, and 179 healthy eattle 
were slaughtered because they had been in ‘contact 
With the diseased, or otherwise exposed to infection. 
In Ireland only one outbreak was returned: in the 
South Dublin Union one animal was attacked. and 
2+ healthy cattle in contact with the diseased were 
slaughtered, 

Authrax,—OFf this malady 5 fresh outbreaks were 
reported in Great Britaip, 4 in Dorset, Huntinedon 
Nent, and York (W.R.) in England; and 1 in Ayr- 





shire in Scotland. No fresh outbreak of this disease 
was reported in Ireland during the week. 

Swine Fever.—This disease increased again during 
the week. There were 93 fresh outbreaks as com- 
pared with 71 in the preceding week. The number 
of swine attacked by this disease was not materially 
increased, there being only 580, or an increase of 49 
over the number for the previous week. There were 
293 diseased swine killed, 227 died, 48 recovered, 
and 409 diseased pigs were still alive at the end of 
the week. In Ireland only 2 outbreaks were re- 
ported in the counties of Waterford and Wexford. 

Glanders and Farcy.—During the week 17 fresh 
outbreaks of glanders were reported, 14 of which 
were in the Metropolis, 1 in Herts, 1 in Middlesex, 
and 1 in Surrey. There were 35 horses affected 
with this disease, 28 of which were in the Metro- 
polis, 4 in Lanarkshire, tha other 8 were in Herts, 
Middlesex, and Surrey. Of farcy 8 outbreaks were 
reported, and 13 horses attacked, these were all in 
the Metropolitan District. No cases of either 
glanders or farcy were reported in Ireland. | 

Rabies.—In England 3 cases of this disease were 
reported in dogs in Hants, Sussex (Hast), and the 
Metropolis. Scotland and Wales were free from the 
malady. In Ireland 6 cases were reported, 5 in dogs 
and 1 in cattle; 3 occurred in Cork, 1 in Kerry, 1 in 
Dublin, and 1 in Longford. 








EXTRACTS. 


DISHORNING CATTLE. 
PROSECUTION IN NORFOLK. 


At the Blofield Petty Sessions yesterday, before 
E. Gilbert, Esq., A. Cator, Esq., and other magis- 
trates, Mr. Wiley, farmer, of Plumstead, and three 
of his labourers named Ross, Powley. and Feek, 
were charged with unlawfully and cruelly illtreat- 
ing and torturing a certain number of bullocks, the 
property of Wiley, by sawing off their horns close 
to the skulls during the month of October. Mr. 
Colam, barrister, representing the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, conducted 
the prosecution. Mr, Gidney appeared for the de- 
fendants. The case excited considerable interest in 
the neighbourhood, most of the large farmers attend- 
ing the Court, which was crowded. It was agreed 
that the case of Mr. Wiley should be taken as a test 
case, the others having acted under his directions. 

Mr. Colam opening his case, remarked that the 
matter they were about to investigate was one in 
which everyone present would take a deep interest. 
This was a charge of “dishorning” cattle, and, to 
begin with, he should show that it was a practice 
which did not obtain anywhere else in England. He 
should call gentlemen of undoubted experience and an- 
thority in matters relating to cattle, and their evidence 
heing representative of the whole of the veterinary pro- 
fession would come with due weight. Everything 
connected with the practice of “ dishorning” cattle 








Decmeber 8, 1888.] 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


263 





pointed to the fact that it was an extremely painful 
operation, and surgical testimony showed that the 
core of the horn wus the most sensitive portion of 
the animal. In the case under consideration the 
horns were sawn through close to the skull, and this 
not only caused pain of itself, but days of agony 
ensued through inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane. A reason given in defence of this barbarous 
practice was that it prevented animais “ goring” 
one another; but this object could just as well be 
attained by ‘‘removing the solid tips of the ‘horn 
so as just to expose the quick, as to take the horn 
off close to the skull, or bullocks could be prevented 
“ goring”’ their companions by having tips or balls 
fastened to the point of each horn. If it could be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the magistrates 
that the same result could be produced by tips or 
balls as was endeavoured to be obtained by dis- 
horning, he should have established his case and 
have gained what he desired, namely, the decision 
ofthe Bench that this operation which caused ex- 
cruciating pain to the poor beasts must be aban- 
doned. ‘I'he statute says that whoever “cruelly 
illtreats, abuses or tortures any domestic animal ” 
shall be guilty of an offence. Now the question was, 
did this case come within the meaning of the 
statute? A good, safe, working definition of the 
expression “ illtreat” was “any person who did 
an act, the necessary consequence of which was to 
cause unnecessary suffering was guilty of ill-treat- 
ing, abusing or torturing.” Having given several 
instances to which this applied, amongst them being 
the case under consideration, Mr. Colam proceeded 
to quote cases bearing on the subject, in one of 
which, Murphy v. Manning, the charge was one of 
cutting cocks’ combs in order to enhance their value. 
This, he said, was on all fours with the present 
charge. One of the points in the defence in the 
case quoted was that it enabled cocks to fight better ; 
but as cock fighting was illegal, that defence could 
not stand. Another point was that it was necessary 
in order to secure for the cockerel a certain prize at 
an exhibition—in fact, that it enhanced its value to 
the owner. This was the defence to the present 
action, that the removal of the horns increased the 
value of the beasts. In Murphy v. Manning it was 
held to be no justification for the defence, and he 
contended that the same decision applied here. 

John Ford, Inspector for the R. 8. P. C. A., sta- 
tioned at Lowestoft, said he called on the defen- 
dant Wiley with Police-constable Finch, and asked 
about the dishorning that had been recently carried 
on, and the defendant offered every facility for in- 
vestigation, and showed witness the cattle. There 
were 17 head in one lot, which were operated on on 
the 15th October, and were turned two years old. 
Uf this number sixteen had been dishorned. He 
saw them on November 2nd, and found that two 
were sloughing from the central portion of the horn. 
and the discharge was flowing down the snimals’ 
cheeks. In another instance the horn had not been 
sawn off straight, and it seemed as if the saw had 
slipped. This was one of the beasts sloughing. 
Evidently the work had been performed clumsily. 





to the head? Witness.—Yes, as close to the skull 
as was possible. In the top of the head of some of 
the animals there was a hole in which I could have 
placed my thumb. Those animals which had no 
hole in the centre of the horns had a depression 
covered with a scab, 

By the Bench.—There was no discharge from the 
fourteen others. There was another lot of sixteen 
beasts which had been dishorned a week later than 
the others. Ofthis number three were sloughing, 
but they were not so old as the others. 

Was there much blood about ?—Yes, there was. 
There was blood upon the posts to which the cattle 
were tied. The door and posts of the cattle shed 
had blood on them, and on the walls there were 
marks of blood as if it had “spun” out of the 
horns or had been put on with a syringe. Mr. 
Wiley said some bled for five or six minutes, while 
others did not bleed at all. He described the blood 
as coming out of the horns with every pulsation of 
the heart. Feek said the beasts bellowed “so as 
to be heard a mile off.” 

In answer to Mr. Gidney witness said the 
animals were apparently in great pain when he 
saw them, 

Frederick Booty Last, veterinary surgeon, prac- 
tising at Great Yarmouth, gave evidence as to the 
needlessness of the operation and the excruciating 
pain which the animals suffered. 

Professor Walley, principal of the Edinburgh 
Veterinary College, deposed to the fact that goring 
could be prevented by placing balls or tips on the 
horns of cattle. It would be cured by a portion 
(from one and a-half to two inches) of the horn 
being cut away. The pain thus inflicted would be 
very little if any. If the quick were exposed the 
vicious brute would be cured of its butting, because 
when it rushed at any object it would hurt itself 
and would discontinue the practice. 

The National Association of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons in conference at Peterborough, decided that 
dishorning was unnecessary, painful, and cruel. If, 
however, it was in some cases really necessary to 
dishorn beasts, it could be done when they were 
very young without pain. It was unjustifiably 
cruel to perform the operation when they were 
two years’ old. 

Professor McCall, Principal of the Glasgow Col- 
lege; Mr. Francis Frederick Collins, F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Mr, G. A. Leper, F.R.C.V.S.; Professor W. Pritchard, 
Mr. Cox, F.R.C.V.S., Professor J. McQueen, of the 
Royal Veterinary College; Mr, P. Cowen, M.R.C.V.X., 
Mr. W. B. Coe, M.R.C.V.S.; Mr. W. Shipley, M.R.C.V.S.; 
Mr, A. H. Santy, F.R.C.V.S.; and Mr, J. E. Kitchen, 
M.R.C.V.S.; each gave evidence on similar lines, 
having had experience in all parts of the United 
Kingdom, Professor McQueen bringing an extensive 
Texas and Colorado knowledge to bear on the 
subject. 

This was the case for the prosecution, and Mr. 
Gidney, in defence, urged that the operation of 
dishoruing, although painful, was necessury to 
make the beasts of greater service to mankind, that 
it improved their quality, and that the operation 


Mr. Colam.—Had the horns been removed close | was to the animal’s interest, inasmuch as it pre- 
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vented goring. Mr. Gidney quoted a number of 
cases in support of his contentions, and alluded to 
decisions of judges upon the question of dishorning 
cattle in Ireland, when the acquital of a number of 
men by the magistrates was upheld by the higher 
court. He admitted that it was a painful operation, 
but argued that it was justified by the beneficial 
results that accrued. The same results could not 
be obtained by placing balls or knobs on the horns 
or sawing off the tips. 

Mr. B. B. Sapwell was the first witness called, 
and denied that the operation was so painful as 
made out by the prosecution, and said that if the 
cattle were not dishorned they gored one another, 
and if they did not kill they often rendered good 
animals of little value. Pigs and cows were often 
killed. Cattle that had been polled or dishorned 
were more valuable than horned beasts. 

Mr. Clare Sewell Read, Mr. T. H. Case, Mr. G. 
Grand, Mr. Robins Cook, Mr. R. Gillett, Mr. R. R. 
Pratt, Mr. W. Case, Mr. F. K. Smith, Mr. J. Case, 
Mr. W. I. Gay, Mr. ‘J. W. Pratt, Mr. John R. Ray, 
and Mr. H. Smith, all practical farmers, each de- 
posed to the same facts. 

The magistrates then retired, and on their return 
the Chairman said they dismissed the cases, but 
considered that the operation, which must be a 
painful one, should be performed at an early stage 
of the animals’ lives. ; 

Mr. Gidney applied for costs; but the Chairman 
said the society was doing a good work, and had 
not undertaken the prosecution with vindictive 
feelings, and therefore costs would not be allowed. 
—LHastern Daily Press. 








HORSE BREEDING IN FRANCE, 


The Report for 1887 of the Director of the 
Government Ilorse Breeding Establishments—Haras 
--in Franee, is interesting and suggestive. 

The system adopted has helped horse breed- 

ing most materially, by means of. stallions 
placed in the spring at more than 650 stations 
throughout France, whose services may be had by 
private breeders, at a very small fee. 
_ The breeding of horses has also been encouraged 
indirectly by offering prizes at shows and prizes at 
race meetings, and in other ways, in the Depart- 
ments which are interested in horses and horse 
breeding. 

On the first of January 1887, there were 2.514 
State stallions on the effective list, classified as 
under :— 

Thoroughbred English} 
Pure Arabian ... , 
Anglo- Arabians 
Ilalf-breeds 

Draught 


198 
125 
124 
1,765 
302 


2514 


mye 4 

"he authorised number of stallions is 2.500 - the 
xc “ d mo . , . ; ‘ aa 
extra 14 horses were retained to supply blanks from 
death or injuries. ; 





During 1887 the losses from death were 25, and 
237 horses were weeded out for various faults and 
disorders, equal to about 10 per cent. 

This small per-centage is a proof, says M. de 
Cormette, the Director, of the intelligent care 
bestowed upon the horses at the various Depdts. 

To fill up the list, 246 were purchased by special 
commissions in various breeding districts of France ; 
six pure Arabians were obtained direct from Syria. 

It is noteworthy that none of the 246 stallions 
purchased in 1887 to supply these deficiencies were 
obtained from England, and it may be taken as a 
proof of the improvement in the breed of French 
horses that the Minister of Agriculture is able to 
get stallions good enough for national purposes 
without coming to England. 

Another proof of this improvement recorded in 
this Report, is the fact that the commissions of 
purchase met with much competition from foreigners. 
particularly Americans, who purchase stallions, and 
even colts, at high figures and in considerable 
numbers. During the last two or three years 
foreigners, who before then limited their purchases 
to draught horses, have bought thoroughbred and 
half-bred animals. This situation presents, M. de 
Cormette - states, incontestable advantages to the 
country from a commercial point of view, and is one 
of the happy results of the Laws affecting Haras ; 
2,460 stallions were available in 1887 at 652 stations, 
as against 2,474 in 1886 at 6387 stations. Though 
this shows an increase of stations the Administra- 
tion has not been able to supply all the demands 
made for the creation of stations. 

At these 652 stations 118,344 mares were served 
by the 2,460 stallions, being an average of slightly 
over 48 per stallion. 

In addition to the State Stallions 1,274 stallions, 
belonging to private individuals, received a cer- 
tificate of approbation, (brevet d’approbation,) and 
served 58,968 mares in various parts of the country. 

Certificates of authorisation, (certificats d’autori- 
sation, ) were given to 176 stallions, also the property 
of private persons, by which 3,812 mares were 
served. 

By a Law passed in 1885 all stallions must be 
pronounced sound in wind before they can serve. 
In conformity with this 6,284 stallions were ex- 
amined by veterinary surgeons, Of these 5,912 
were certified as sound. It is suggested in some 
cases the commissions of inspection wished that 
certificates might be witheld from stallions unsound 
in other ways, or vicious, but the Law applies only 
to wind affections. 

Many exhibitions of brood mares, colts, and 
fillies, are held throughout France, at which prizes 
are given by the State, and by the authorities of 
Departments. In 1887, the State gave prizes to the 
amount of £30,000, and Departmental authorities 
to the amount of £18,000. For these there were 
16,688 admissions, and 8,796 separate prizes were 
given. 

Horse racing, to improve the breed of horses, was 
encouraged in France by the State in 1887, by 
means of a sum of £23,000 given in prizes for flat 
races and trotting races. To this, £7,500 was 
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added by the Departmental authorities. The whole 
amount forthcoming last year for the encourage- 
ment of horse racing in France, from societies of 
differeat kinds, from towns, railway companies, and 
private individuals, including the £30,500 from the 
State and the Departments, was £280,000. 

Of this sum, £145,000 was devoted to prizes for 
flat racing, £102,000 for steeple chases, (courses a 
obstacles,) and £31,000 for trotting races. The 
(rovernment, however, contributed nothing towards 
the prizes for steeple chasing. 

As one result of the attention paid by the French 
Government to horse breeding, the exportation of 
horses from France has largely increased. 

The number of horses exported in 1887 was 
34,518, being more by 20,977 than in 1884. 

During 1887, there were only 10,212 horses im- 
ported into France. 

Of these exported horses, Belgium took 11,082 ; 
Germany 6,308; Italy received 5,182, of which 
3,659 were for army purposes: Spain had 3,693, of 
which 483 were stallions, and 3,528 were consigned 
to Switzerland. 

To the United States 2,277 horses were exported ; 
of these, no less than 1,785 were stallions. Many 
of these were heavy draught horses, ‘“ bought in le 
Perche, la Normandie, le Vimeux, &c.”’ 

“ This exportation, whose value is over £1,240,000, 
is far from having reached its full extent, if one 
may judge from the general opinion of breeders, 
and this is confirmed by the recent purchase of 
more than 500 horses in Normandy, for the Argen- 
tine Republic.” 








HORSE BREEDING IN ITALY. 


The April number of Annali di Agvricoltura, pub- 
lished under the direction of the Italian Minister of 
Agriculture, is entirely devoted to horses and horse 
breeding in Italy. 

A new code of laws regulating horse breeding 
was passed last June by the Legislature, by which 
itis provided that from the 1st July, 1888, and 
during a period of eight years from that date, not 
less than 800 stallions shall be purchased for the 
Government stallion centres, (Depositi Stalloui ), 
for which a sum of £19,000 is ‘allotted. 

To encourage horse breeding a sum of £2,200 
will be devoted annually to giving prizes for horse 
races, and generally for the encouragement of 
private breeders. 

After the 1st of January, 1889, private individuals 
will not be allowed to keep stallions for service 
unless they have been duly approved by the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture, a restriction calculated to 
prevent the use of unsound and unsuitable sires. 

Three-fourths of the cost of constructing, fitting. 
aud maintaining these central establishments, ( De- 
positi), is to be paid by the province in which they 
are located, in proportion to the number of stud 
Stations, (Stazioni di monta), and the number of 
S‘allions within its area. The other fourth is to be 
Prid by the district (commune ). 








At present there are seven centres (Depositi), or 
head-quarters, from which stallions are sent to the 
various stud stations. 

The fee charged, varies in amount from 10s., the 
most usual charge, to £1. In the list for the en- 
suing year there are six stallions for which the fee 
is £1 13s, 4d.—English thoroughbreds. 

It is seen upon examining the list of stallions 
whose pedigrees and country of birth are given, 
that 116 of these were bred in England, and 130 
were bred from English horses either in France, 
Russia, America, or Italy. 

During the season of 1887, 360 stallions were on 
service at 291 stations. The total number of mares 
covered was 13,006, at an average of fee of 11s. 8d. 
per mare. Ninty-seven mares were not allowed to 
be covered by reason of various imperfections. 

A commission of three gentlemen well conversant 
with horses was appointed in 1887 to visit England, 
France, and Belgium, for the purpose of purchasing 
stallions. 

Twenty-five days in September were spent in 
England seeking for horses in Norfolk and York- 
shire first and principally, afterwards in other 
counties. 

The following half-bred stallions were purchased : 


Name or Horse, Price. 
£ 

Candidate, by Denmark _... ian ot 1,050 
Morning Star, by Norfolk Jack ... ee 840 
Bendigo, by Perfection... aa 630) 
Star of the East, by Charley Merrilegs iiss 525 
Confidence, by Denmark... on 1,050 
Vigorous, by Norfolk Gentleman .. sae 630 
Cadet, by Lord Derby 2nd we - 1,050 
Cannon Ball, by Great Gun a ‘ais 315 


The Italian Commission was much taken with 
Storm Signal, one of the notable five winners of the 
five £200 prizes offered by the Royal Agricultural 
Society at the spring show of thoroughbred stallions 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1887, They secured 
him at a moderate price, and report to the Minister 
of Agriculture that he is particularly well shaped, 
and has capital action, and well adapted for the 
production of half-bred horses. 

Mr, Strange, by Ethus out of Maid of Kent, was 
also acquired by the Commission at the low price of 
£157 10s., whose purchase they consider of great 
importance, as this horse is so correctly formed and 
has such a muscular development. 

Indirect encouragement is also given by the 
Italian Government to horse-breeding, in the shape 
of prizes for racing, and for trotting. In 1887, 
£1,000 was given by the Government for rac ing, at 
11 race meetings, in various parts of the country. 
£10,600 were added to this by the Italian Jockey 
( ‘lub, the Racing Society, and certain municipalities 


‘and provinces, ‘The whole sum available last year 


for distribution, together with the entries, ws 
£14,855, 

The prizes given by the Government are to be in- 
creased in future to £2.200. 

Premiums of money amounting to £265, and 
gold, silver, and bronze medals, were given for all 
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kinds of horses at several agricultural exhibitions, 
and money rewards were given to the ownérs of 
stallions for service approved and authorised by the 
Government. 

There is also a system of enrolment of animals for 
army purposes in case of emergency, like that re- 
cently proposed for adoption in England, not only 
of cavalry horses, but for those suited for artillery 
and transport, including mules. It seems that the 
sum paid for these animals was £2 per head, but it 
is now reduced to £1 17s. 6d. ' 





SIMILARITY OF SPONTANEOUS AND 
EXPERIMENTAL TETANUS. 


By using the dust of hay, Mr. Rietsch has con- 
firmed the experiments of Nicolaier, Beumer and 
others, upon experimental lock-jaw, and has de- 
volved in a donkey the typical tetanus of equines, 
the dust being inserted under the skin of four co- 
bayes, which after four or five days died of tetanus. 
A little pus, taken from these at the point of inocu- 
lation, was then used to inoculate two other guinea 
pigs, both of which died of tetanus thirty hours 
after. A very small quantity of pus taken from the 
last two was then used in the inoculation of two 
others, of which only one presented tetanic symp- 
toms, but recovered. With the pus of one of the 
last dead guinea pigs cultures were made with gela- 
tine and with serum. ‘The first were negative, but 
the second were at one time very rich in the bacilli 
of tetanus, and these were used to inoculate on the 
flat of the thigh of a donkey, which after twenty-two 
days showed lock-jaw and died. Material was 
obtained from him for the inoculation of eight 
rabbits, and of these two remained healthy, two 
died of scepticemia without tetanic symptoms, and 
the last four died of lock-jaw. 

The conclusions reached are, Ist, that the ex- 
perimental tetanus of equines seems to differ in 
nothing from the spontaneous disease ; 2nd, that an 
actual identity exists between the spontaneous and 
the experimental disease, and 3rd, that tetanic virus 
may be found in the earth and in dusts.—Revue 
Scientifique. 


LARGE CALCULOUS MASS IN THE BLADDER 
OF A HORSE. 
By Mr. L. Souna. 


Deposits of a sedimentary nature are not un- 
common in the bladders of solipeds, and a number 
of instances of their occurrence are recorded by 
tering, Verheyen, Lafosse, and Zundel. The 
withor, however, reports one of which the dimensions 
aid weight are far above all those before on record 
its weight being not less than 15 kilogrammes or 
about 80 pounds, It was found at post-mortem of 





an animal which had been destroyed on account of 
his age. The mass was of a light yellow colour, 
with a strong odour of urine, irregulary ovoid in 
shape, slightly flattened from above, large on its 
anterior extremity, and ending in a blunt point at 
the posterior. It measured about 15 inches in 
length, 12 in width, and 20 in thickness, On its 
superior face it showed a depression, or kind of 
cavity, representing the entire dimensions of the 
urinary reservoir. The ureters opened into the 
bladder on its level. The analysis of the mass gave 


105 parts of water, 188 of organic substances, 607 of 
carbonate of lime, 72 of phosphates, and 27 of am- 
moniacal salts and sundries.—Ievue Veterinaire. 








BACTERIA IN MILK. 
By Lorerr er. 


Pasteur had already observed that in boiled milk, 
in which the alkaline reaction still exists, caseine 
can be precipitated, and at the same time vibrions 
are developed, which are not killed except at a 
temperature of 105, 

Loeffler has made a careful study of those bacilli 
whose spores resisted boiling, and which have the 
property not only to precipitate, but also to pepto- 
nize the caseine of milk. By experimenting with 
cultures he has found that these were composed of 
very numerous species, varying even according as 
the milk was obtained from different cows. He 
described, however, only four principal and most 
common species : 

Ist. The bacillus of potatoes (of Flugge). 

2nd. The gummy bacillus, so named by Loeffler 
on account of the appearance of its cultures on 
potatoes. 

3rd. The white bacillus. 

4th. The butyric bacillus of Hueppe, compara- 
tively rare. 

Cultures from potatoes are proved to be the best 
adapted for distinguishing these four bacilli.—Lec, 
des Scien. Med. 








NOTES AND NEWS. 





Laneashire Veterinary Medical Association: 


The usual Quarterly Meeting of the Association, 
will be held at the Blackfriars Hotel, Manchester, 
on Wednesday, December 12th. Tea at 5 p.m. 
The Chair will be taken at 6 o’clock prompt. 

BusIneEss :— 

The usual Preliminaries: The election of Mr. 
Richard Hughes, M.R.C.V.S., of Oswestry: The 
election of Oftice-bearers for the ensuing year: Mr. 
Peter Taylor, F.R.C.V.S. will introduce the subject 
of ‘Hereditary unsoundness in Horses.” 

Arruur Learurer, Hon, See. 
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On Bone-setting. 

A country lad in the north of Scotland got his 
leg hurt at one of the local factories. His mother, 
who had great faith in a neighbouring bone-setter, 
wanted the lad to go to him. Accompanied by his 
anxious parent, he was, after a rather painful 
journey, taken to the town where the bone-setter 
resided. The leg was duly examined, and it was 
found necessary to haul it very severely, in order, 
as the bone-setter said, “‘to get the bone in.” The 
lad was liberal with his screams while this was 
going on, but eventually the bone was “ got in,” 
and he was told to go home, and in a few days 
he would be alright and fit for his work. 

“Didn’t Danny do the thing well?” said the 
joyous mother. 

“ Yes, he did, mither,” answered the lad, “ but 
I wasna sic a fool as to gie him the sair leg!” 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE VETERINARY SURGEON’S DIARY 
FOR 1889. 


This first attempt at a Diary, specially prepared 
for the veterinary profession, is published by Messrs. 
Baillitre, Tindall & Cox, and arranged by Mr. E. E. 
Bennett, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.D. 

It is a handsome pocket book, bound in leather, 
and not so bulky as to give any one reason to object 
to it as a constant companion. There is a pocket 
at each end of it and 49 pages of “ useful informa- 
tion.” The compilation of it must have been a big 
task for Mr. Bennett, but he has done it well, and 
supplied just the sort of information a busy prac- 
titioner may frequently want when he has no time 
to consult his library. 

It commences with a Kalendar (why not spell it 
with a C), and the usual postal information. Then 
comes—A list of Medicines, their action and doses ; 
Tables of weights and measures, including the 
French measures, which are now so widely em- 
ployed in science. Table of Solubility; showing 
solubility of various substances in warm water, 
boiling water, alcohol, ether. Next we have the 
Symptoms and Treatment of the most important 
poisons clearly and shortly set out; then Dentition 
tables of the Horse, Ox, Sheep, and Pig. A table 
of periods of Utero Gestation in all the domestic 
animals, A table of Internal Temperatures during 
health, a table of the Periods of Incubation or latency 
of disease, a table of percentage Composition of feed- 
ing stuffs, a table of Composition of Milk of various 
anmals. Tables of Analysis of Blood, Bones, Urine, 
Feces, &e, A very full table of the Parasites of 
the Horse, Ruminants, Swine, Dog and Cat, both 
internal and external. A list of good hay and 
pasture grasses. A summary of the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act. A summary of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. 
P The diary proper allows six lines to each day, and 

“ week to an opening,” i.e., on two pages facing 


At the end of the book are ruled pages for 
memoranda. 

We certainly recommend our readers to obtain a 
copy. We do not, unfortunately, know the price : 
so application must be made to the publishers, or 
orders sent through a stationer. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


A STUDENT’S GRIEVANCE. 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to draw the attention of ‘‘ The Royal 
Veterinary Council” to a portion of the Rules for Pro- 
fessional Examinations which bears hardly on students. 


If a student should fail to pass in one subject at his first 
or second examination, he must make up the whole work 
again, although he has already passed in two subjects. 


In the College of Physicians and Surgeons, the rule is,— 
If a student should fail to passin one, and pass in two sub- 
jects, he does not lose the whole examination, as in our case, 
but takes up the subject in which he failed along with his 
work for the next examination. 


Why not have a similar rule in our college? The present 
arrangement keeps a man back for a whole year when he 
could be engaged in better work. 


Trusting you will take the students’ part. 
Yours faithfully, 
A Vety. SrupDEnrt. 


ROARING IN HORSES. 


Sir, 
My attention has been directed to your review on my 
little book on ‘* Roaring in Horses.” ' 


The criticism is in my humble opinion, biassed and pre- 
judiced, and this must be obvious to anyone, except to those 
of whose prerogative the book is seemingly an infringement. 


This, however, I will not discuss, but will pass to the 
graver side of the question. 


You accuse me of ‘plagiarising Dr. Fleming's operation, a 
statement for which, upon your own showing, you have 
absolutely no justification. 


In your review you state as follows:—‘‘It is simply the 
discarded operation which Dr. Fleming too hastily recom- 
mended in July last.” 


At this moment I am ignorant of what Dr. Fleming's 
operation consists, but if it be similar to that I have de- 
scribed, then in order to refute your statement, I am in the 
position to bring forward witnesses of unimpeachable 
character and authority to prove that I devised my opera- 
tion in October, 1887, and performed it in January, 1888, the 
date of the operation being fully six months before Dr. Flem. 





each other, 


ing, on your own showing, recommended the procedure ; s9 
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that if there is any plagiarisra it is certainly not on my side. 

It may be that you consider a criticism of this kind and 
description to be privileged, but inac:auch as I have in the 
former part of my letter, distinctly and emphatically stated 
und shown that my operation is not a plagiarism of Dr. 
Fleming’s, I am bound, in justice to myself, to ask you to 
vive to my contradiction, the same publicity which you 
have given to your assertion. 
Truly yours, 

EDWARD COTTERELL. 


“ROPY” CREAM.—A REPLY. 


Bicester, Oxon, 


Dear §1r, P 

If your correspondent T.C.F. will refer to Dr. Fleming’s 

‘‘ Veterinary Sanitary Science, and Police, Vol. II. p. 582,” 

he will find a description of the condition he names; and 

from repeated trial of the means there recommended, viz :— 

the administration of ‘‘ Nitrated drinks,” I am pleased to 
be able to testify to their efficacy. 

Hoping these lines may be of some service to your 

correspondent.—-I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

G. GARTSIDE MAYOR, F.R.C.V.S8. 


CRUELTY TO AN OX. 
Sir, 

1 have read your account of the case of alleged cruelty to 
un ox, at Warminster, and beg to offer a comment or two, 
illustrative of the view, which I, as a veterinary surgeon, 
took of the case when called on to give evidence by Lord 
Bath and other occupants of the Bench. I may say that I 
nccidentally strolled into the Court just as the case com- 
menced, having, previously, no interest whatever in the 
dispute, and not dreaming that I should be called on to give 
un opinion. Asa prelude to my account, I may be {per- 
niitted to say that although I may not be “ a man of stand- 
ing,” (whatever that may mean) I am, nevertheless, an 
vldish person, having been in active practice for more than 
forty years, and also that I studied under Professors 
Spooner, Simmonds, and Varnell for two years, at the 
ftoyal Veterinary College—illness at the end of the term 
preventing its completion. I am writing with firm con- 
sciousness and conscientiousness that my opinion of this 
cusé is correct; and I base it on the fact that I was, in 
speaking of this animal, only repeating personal experience. 
home four years since, I was unfortunate enough in casting 
«colt to allow it to roll on my leg, snapping it off a few 
inches above the ankle—about a parallel situation to the 
broken leg of this ox, whose case was a simple fracture of 
the metatarsal bone, a few iuches above the fetlock joint. In 
the fracture of my own, no pain was perceptible, and a 
kuowledge of the fracture only being experienced by the 


crack of the bone and the inability to move the foot as in 
the normal condition. Two men handed me into my car- 
riage—the foot dangling all the time, but with no pain 
worth mentioning—I was then driven some five miles, over 
a roughish highway, and after trying various positions I 
found one of ease to my broken leg by keeping it suspended 
with my arms or hands clasped under the thigh, and so I 
travelled without an atom of pain to my home; but if the 
foot, by way of testing it, touched the bottom of the car- 
riage, so as to allow the bones to crepitate, then pain 
ensued; but, in addition to this relief from acute pain the 
leg below the fracture was almost paralysed—and my per- 
sonal experience in this case has led me to the conclusion 
that simple fractures are almost painless, and which guided 
me in my opinion in this ox case. For here was an animal 
about three hundred yards from a slaughterhonse, with 
three good legs and a swinger, with which it walked, the 
leg being suspended by the muscles of the thigh in the same 
manner as my own with my hands; and those who are 
experienced in these cases know that animals can and do 
walk considerable distances in a like manner—the only 
sense of pain being experienced when the foot touches the 
ground—which the animal has sense and feeling enough 
not todo. Theoretically this movement looked like cruelty 
to animals, but this from my point of view does not tally 
with facts, and when the animal became restive on being 
taken for a few yards out of its road, the most humane way 
was adopted by the men who relieved the beast from all 
weight or friction from the ground by carrying the hind- 
quarters by hands clasped together from under each flank. 

There is apparently one error in the report which you 
copied, viz: that there was blood oozing from a wound : of 
this I heard no corroboration from the witnesses. There 
are three reasons which favour my idea of the justice which 
Lord Bath meeted out. Firstly—There was no interest for 
the defendant to commit cruelty. Secondly—There is not 
that sensitiveness to pain in the lower animals that there 
isin man. Thirdly—When people’s emotions are aroused, 
they seldom are ruled by strict justice or impartiality. 

Apologising for this very long letter, and wishing you 
every success in your new venture of The Veterinary Record. 

Iam, 
Yours very faithfully, 
J. ADAMS, V. 8. 








Late Advertisement. 


FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL. 
OOD COUNTRY PRACTICE. |. Returns over 
£200. Price, including drugs, £80. Apply. 
Y. Z.,c/o Publishers, 20 Fulham Road, London, 8. W. 











Terms of Subscription. 


for Great Britain and Countries in the Postal Union, 
including Canada and U.S.A. 

‘Twelve months, a . ne £0 1 

Six a 7 

"Three a ee e° ee 


fixtra Postage perannum: South Africa, West 
Australia and New Zealand 2/2; India 4/4. 


ndies, 


Will Subscribers please notify the Publishers in case 
of not receiving ‘* The Record.” Notice of inaccuracies in, 
or change of address should also be sent to the Publishers 
Messrs. H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, London, §8.W. ; 
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Special Prepaid Advertisements. 
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